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 1. Why Wordtracker? 
 
 
A well-planned site is a successful site, and nothing is more important than 
the initial keyword research. 
 
I am constantly asked about a large number of tools, that, if you believe the 
hype, will allow you to find untapped niches, and keywords that will bring you 
loads of traffic and untold wealth. 
 
I have looked at many of these tools, and where most fall flat is in the data 
they return for number of searches made on each keyword.   If some software 
tells you that �blue widgets� is searched for 30 times a day, you need to have 
confidence in that value before spending time building pages.  Unfortunately, I 
don�t have that confidence in most of the keyword research tools I have tried. 
 
The number of times a keyword is searched for every month is vitally 
important if you are going to generate traffic.  There is absolutely no point 
building a web page about a topic that no one is looking for.  e.g. you might be 
able to get #1 on Google for "reproduction in aliens", but why bother when no 
one is looking for it, and even less ways of making money from that phrase 
(unless you write an eBook on the subject)? 
 
Most keyword tools use Overture suggestion tool, 
 
http://inventory.overture.com/d/searchinventory/suggestion/ 
 
.. to find out how many people are searching for a particular phrase. I make 
no secret of my dislike for this free service provided by Overture.  Here is a 
true story from my own experience with this tool (taken from my website on 
the Wordtracker Review page): 
 
"..I carried out keyword research for a web page of mine about pheromones. I 
was going to send my traffic to a merchants site and get commission on any 
sale generated. Using the Overture tool, I found 4 or 5 terms with reportedly 
47000 + searches in recent weeks.... and that is just at Overture.  
 
I thought, hey, great. Should be several times this many searches originating 
from Google. I created a couple of pages and optimized them. I got #1 
position on MSN, and later, #1 on Google too for some of my chosen terms. I 
could see the $$$ signs in front of my eyes. Two days later I had received on 
6 visitors. I was heart broken. My millions were melting away before my eyes. 
I checked on WordTracker and found that in the last month, there has only 
been 41 searches for my main keyword according to Wordtracker. I'll leave 
you to decide which my favourite keyword research tools is." 
 
Looking at the same research today, Overture does seem to have more 
realistic values, but I certainly won�t trust this tool again.   In addition, Overture 
has started banning IP addresses of people who abuse their suggestion tool.  
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If you are using any one of the tools that finds thousands of keywords from 
Overture, you run the risk of being banned!   
 
So, where can you get accurate information on the number of people 
searching for any given keyword?   
 
The only place I know of is Wordtracker.   
 
Time and time again Wordtracker has proven itself to me - its information is 
accurate.  
 
I can go to Wordtracker for a couple of hours one day, and leave with 5 or 6 
thousand potentially profitable keywords.  In the data I take home I know how 
many times each keyword is searched for, how much competition there is in 
Google (or any other search engine for that matter) for each keyword, and 
make informed decisions about what I should build my sites about. 
 
Obviously, 5000 words is going to take a lot of organising and sorting before I 
can make those all important decisions.  Out of those 5000, I may only decide 
on 300 phrases that are worth targeting.  That is where my second tool of 
choice comes in.  Keyword Results Analyzer - Wordtracker Version 
 
I will make full use of this tool during this report and make no apologies for 
this obvious plug � there is no better tool for mining the gold in Wordtracker. 
 
This tool has really taken the Webmaster world by storm.  You only need to 
read the testimonials on the sales page to see that this tool can unlock the 
potential in your keyword lists from Wordtracker. 
 

1.1 But Wordtracker is so expensive� 
 
There is a saying about getting what you pay for.   
 
Many people are put off Wordtracker by its high perceived price.  An annual 
subscription is $250.  However, it is the best $250 a webmaster can spend, 
and it can be written off as a business expense too!   
 
If you don't want to invest that much in one go, a daily subscription comes in 
at under $8 � and that is enough time to find enough keywords to last you 
months. 
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1.2 Why do so many webmasters still not use Wordtracker? 
 
The most common reasons I hear why webmasters don't subscribe to 
Wordtracker are: 
 

1. It costs too much  
2. It is too difficult to use 
3. It is too difficult to handle all those keywords effectively. 

 
This report will solve point number 2 by showing you how to use the various 
parts of Wordtracker. 
 
Point number 1 is just plain wrong.  I regularly find keywords at Wordtracker 
that make me more money than the cost of the annual subscription itself.  If 
anything, Wordtracker is under-priced. 
 
Point number 3 is handled by the KRA-WT software.  You can see how easy it 
is to handle large volumes of keywords if you read the "Niche Within A Niche 
report". 
 
The bottom line is this.  If you want to make sites that get traffic, you must be 
properly informed about what people are searching for.  If you are interested 
in ranking high in Google without having to pay for clicks, Wordtracker is the 
only option I recommend with 100% certainty. 
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2. How Wordtracker works 
 
In chapter 1, we looked at why Wordtracker is the number one choice among 
professional webmasters.  In this section, I want to start looking at the various 
features of Wordtracker, how it works, and how to use it.   
 
This report will assume that you have a subscription to Wordtracker and are 
not using the trial version, which has limitations.  You can order a day at 
Wordtracker for just a few dollars and follow along this course to learn why 
Wordtracker truly is the secret weapon of successful webmasters. 
 
Before we look at the interface, it is important to understand how Wordtracker 
works and where it gets its results. 
 
 

2.1 Wordtracker uses Meta Crawlers 
 
Wordtracker tracks and stores search data from two Meta Crawler �search 
engines� and keeps this data for the last 60 days at any one time.  New data 
gradually replaces old data.  The two search engines used are: 
 
http://metacrawler.com 
 
and 
 
http://dogpile.com 
 
A metacrawler search engine is one that queries several of the main search 
engines to compile its own results  e.g. Google, Yahoo and Altavista may all 
be queried when you run a search at Dogpile, and Dogpile will collate those 
results and output what it considers the best sites from those three engines. 
 
Whenever a search is made at either of these two metacrawlers, the search 
term is recorded in the Wordtracker database.  Over 175 million searches are 
recorded every month in this way, and all are stored in Word tracker's 
database.   This massive amount of data is then made available to 
subscribers of Wordtracker. 
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Wordtracker keeps the last two months of search results in its 
database at any one time.  If you do a search in November at 
Wordtracker for "Halloween", you are likely to find a lot of 
Halloween related phrases.  If you do the same search in 
March, you are going to get a lot less phrases related to this 
topic.  Bearing this in mind, if you want to target seasonal 
products on your site, do your keyword research towards the 
end of that season to make sure you capture relevant 
phrases made during that season. 

 
 
 
 

2.2 OK, let’s login to Wordtracker. 
 
On logging into Wordtracker you are taken to the main menu screen which 
gives you access to the 7 main sections of Wordtracker.  If you are ever lost in 
Wordtracker and want to get back to this screen, click the Home button (see 
arrow on screenshot) in the menu at the very top of the screen you are on. 
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We will look at the 7 sections in more detail and show you examples of using 
some of these sections, but let's quickly go over them here by way of an 
introduction. 
 
 
Section 1 - KEYWORD UNIVERSE 
The Keyword Universe is a section of Wordtracker that lets you find keywords 
in much the same way that the trial of Wordtracker does.  If you are new to 
Wordtracker, this is probably where you have done most of your keyword 
research. 
 
 
Section 2 - VIEW ALL RESULTS 
Wordtracker keeps records of all your keyword searches, competition analysis 
etc.  The View All Results screen allows you to see the results of your 
research in one convenient place.  From here you have options like exporting 
or e-mailing those keywords and data. 
 
 
Section 3 - KEYWORD PROJECTS 
If you work on several websites at the same time, you will want to keep the 
keywords for each project separate.  The Keyword Projects screen allows you 
to do just this.  You can keep up to 7 different projects on the go at any one 
time, with up to 50,000 keywords per project.   
When you log out, and then back into Wordtracker, all your data remains in 
your Wordtracker account.  Note if you use daily subscriptions every month or 
so, your projects will stay intact (even though your subscription is not current) 
for several months.  Just sign up with the same details next time you get your 
daily subscription and your projects and keywords will still be there. 
 
 
Section 4 - FULL SEARCH 
This section is similar to Keyword Universe but with a much simpler interface.   
 
 
Section 5 - MULTIPLE SEARCH 
The Multiple Search screen allows you to carry out a range of different 
searches.  Compressed, comprehensive, misspellings etc.  We will look at 
what each of these search options do later in this series. 
 
 
Section 6 - TOP 1000 REPORTS 
Two options here, long-term (over the last 60 days) or short-term (last 36 
hours). These reports show which keywords have been searched for over 
those periods.  If you are having a problem coming up with ideas for your 
latest site, look at these reports and see the top 1000 searches made.  Use 
these phrases as spring-boards for your own imagination.   
The short-term report is great for getting the inside scoop on what people are 
looking for in the last few days. 
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Section 7 - WORDTRACKER SUPPORT 
Speaks for itself.  The support section offers a knowledge base - answers to 
frequently asked questions, documentation, and a way of getting e-mail 
support to your questions or problems. 
 
OK, we are ready to start using Wordtracker. 
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3. Keyword Universe 
 
In this section, we will use the Keyword Universe to collect our keywords.  
Many of you familiar with Wordtracker have probably used this area of 
Wordtracker already.  You go in, spend a couple of hours sifting and come 
away with a couple hundred keywords, right?  Not today.  We will go in, spend 
less than an hour, and come away with a few thousand potentially profitable 
keywords.  Sound good?  OK, login to Wordtracker, start the clock, and let's 
make a start. 
 
On the main menu, click on the "Click Here" link in the Keyword Universe 
section. 
 
The familiar split screen opens.   
 

 
 
 
On the left hand side you see a box where you can type in a "root" or "seed" 
word that starts of your research.  However, before we begin, look at the 
bottom left of this screen.  There is a drop down box labelled "Choose 
Database".  The default is set to "Compressed", but other options include 
Comprehensive, Simple and Exact. 
 
 



9 

3.1 The Databases 
 
Let me first clarify what these different databases mean: 
 
Compressed: The database has had unnecessary characters removed and 
all forms of the same phrase have been compressed and converted to lower 
case e.g. "Batman", "batman" and "BATMAN" will all be returned as "batman". 
 
Simple: Finds all phrases containing your word, including plurals.  e.g. a 
search for "widget" might return "blue widget", "green widget", "purples 
widgets" and "what are widgets". 
 
Comprehensive:  Allows word stemming to the right and left.  e.g. a search 
for bat will return "bat", "bats", "batman", "batmobile" as well as "combat". 
 
Exact:  Returns all the phrases in the case they were typed in at the search 
engines.  e.g. a search for banana will return "banana", "Banana" and 
"BANANA" as separate phrases. 
 
Precise: Similar to exact but compresses all capitalisation variations into a 
single phrase. 
 
Overture: Return phrases from the Overture database. 
 
OK, with that done, let's start our research.  I am going to go for a competitive 
niche that I know nothing about, just to show you how easy it is.  My topic is 
baseball.  We will use the Compressed database. 



10 

3.2 Creating a Project 
 
Before we get down to finding keywords, I want to create a new project to 
store my phrases in.  On the menu at the very top, click "Projects".   

 
 
Go in and create a project called Baseball and then click the Wordtracker link 
under the project name.  This takes you back to the split screen. 
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3.3 Collecting Keywords 
 
In the box on the left, type in the word baseball and hit the "Proceed" button. 
 
Below this box, a number of phrases will appear.  You can scroll down and 
have a look at them if you like, but then return to the top of the list.   
 

 
 

The first item in the list is, surprise, surprise, "baseball".  Click on that word. 
On the right hand side of the screen, a number of phrases appear with the 
word baseball in them.   
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You can click on these phrases individually to add them to your basket, but 
lets do something a little different.  In the title bar just above your keyword list, 
you will see the following: 

 

 
 
OK, Click on that hyperlink (all) in the title bar. 
 
That's 300 phrases added to your basket in one go. 
 
In the list on the left, scroll down and click on any word that is 100% related to 
baseball, then follow the procedure above and click on the add �all" link.   
 



13 

Here are the keywords I clicked on in the left window and then added all the 
phrases found to my basket: 
 
baseball 
mlb 
major league baseball 
baseball cards 
baseball history 
baseball teams 
baseball card prices 
louisville slugger baseball bat 
ncaa baseball 
baseball books 
baseball news 
babe ruth 
home run 
youth baseball 
baseball equipment 
baseball bat 
kids baseball 
high school baseball 
louisville slugger  
little league world series  
junior baseball 
select baseball 
baseball magazines 
baseball parent 
usa baseball 
baseball card price guide 
topps baseball cards 
vintage baseball cards 
baseball cards for sale 
baseball family 
baseball singles 
history of baseball cards 
baseball clinics 
dixie baseball 
 
 
OK, lets stop there. 
 
You will probably notice that as you add keywords to your basket, they don't 
always add up to the total keywords found.  That is because the basket 
removes duplicates. 
 
That research took about two minutes and I now have 4302 phrases in my 
basket related to baseball.  Now, I know what you are thinking.  4302 phrases 
is way to many to handle and sort.  How on earth do you find the good 
phrases and ditch the bad? 
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3.3.1. The Dig Feature 
 
You will notice that on the right screen, there is a small icon labelled �Dig�. 
 

 
 
 
Clicking on the small shovel icon will do a second search on Wordtracker for 
all phrases that contain the �root word� next to the dig icon.   
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e.g. Clicking on the shovel next to �baseball bats�, opens this screen: 
 

 
 
 
That is 300 words just about baseball bats.  You can add these to your project 
in the usual way.  Be aware though that many of these �dig� searches will turn 
up only the same keywords that are found by following the process above 
since many of the highly searched for phrases will have an entry in the left 
hand column.  Clicking on that entry will show the same 300 phrases. 
 
I personally don�t use the dig feature as I can do the same job in KRA-WT 
later, and I rarely have a lack of keywords! 
 
 

3.4 Finding how many web pages compete for your phrases in 
Google 
 
OK, here is how I do it. 
 
At the bottom of the right hand window, click the "Continue to Step 3". 
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At the top of the step 3 screen there is a menu made up of images.   
 

 
 
Click on "Competition Search". 
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At the top of your keyword list is a black box: 
 

 
 
This next step is the most time consuming.  We are going to find out how 
much competition our 4302 phrases have in Google (I don't bother with the 
other search engines). 
 
With 1-100 selected in the drop down box (in the black box mentioned above) 
check the Google box, and then click the proceed button. 
 
As soon as the competition results are listed on screen (you can tell by 
watching the scroll bar on the left of your browser), select 101 - 200 from the 
drop down box, check Google and click proceed again. 
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Repeat this for each set of 100.  Sorry but there is no short cut here since 
Wordtracker only allow competition searches on batches of 100 to be fair on 
the search engines and their own servers. 
 
The last one is 4301 - 4302. 
 
OK, finished?  Don't worry, all the phrases and competition research has been 
saved by Wordtracker. 
 
That bit took about 40 minutes even on an ADSL connection, but I promise 
you it will be well worth the effort. 
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3.5 Getting the keywords home 
 
Now for the magic.  Scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the link "View 
all your results". 
 

 
 
In the table you will see that next to Wordtracker is the number 4302.  That is 
the number of phrases we have collected. 
 

 
 
Scroll to the bottom of that page and click the link "Merge/Email All". 
 
A new window opens.  Have patience as it takes a little while to load with so 
many keywords ;o) 
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Scroll to the bottom of that page and fill in your details to send the results to 
yourself. 
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Stop the clock.  That whole research process took me 44 minutes 35 
seconds.  Depending on the speed of your connection it may take you more 
or less time, but that's not bad for a days work, and the phrases you have 
collected could keep you busy for months! 
 
Open your e-mail program and collect your research.   
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3.6 Handling so many keywords 
 
What you do next depends on how you handle the list.  If you use a 
spreadsheet program, good luck, you'll need it.  If you own Keyword Results 
Analyzer - Wordtracker version (KRA-WT), you have a much easier ride: 
 
 
Fire it up and create a new project called Baseball. 
 

 
 
 
Copy the entire e-mail and paste it into KRA-WT. 
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Click the convert button and then the Add to Project.  The keywords will then 
import into your Baseball project in KRA-WT ready for you to sort, filter, 
produce listings etc. 
 

 


